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A Vacationer’s Memories

Harry Solomon, Yates Township Supervisor from
1974 10 1978, wrote about Idlewild (located in Yates Families swim at Idlewild. (State Archives)
Township.) =

In August of 1928 at the age of

12, [I], my father, mother,

- sisters and brother made the
trip to Idlewild. I remember it
took 24 hours to get there from
Detroit in a Model-T Ford

after many flat tires. |
remember my sister
becoming car sick from the
trip. | remember that Idlewild

165 was rugged, natural and i3
e beautiful with dirt roads, '
\N\\ emOY\N\Onm trails and very few modern
e igory MPL R conveniences. [There were]
d\ <on of plack H_\ -‘S\d\e\N\\d‘ no electric lights, no electric
\n ce\éOYa“ 1 avelel s d for water pumps; there were kerosene
xodaf gTime \’aca{\or\\aﬂ cans. lamps, no inside toilet facilities. | saw for the light of the sun. We spent two very beautiful
a‘\]\'\ch\g frican e first time in my life snakes, porcupine, deer, weeks in a cottage. . .. We had many camp-type
Sar\dSO Al bear, rabbit and many [kinds] of birds in their meals. This was my first real experience of what
{hou natural habitat. | saw my father shave by the a vacation was like.

4 An Entertainer’s Memories
Idlewild or Black Eden il . il I
arlean Gill was a “Fiesta Doll,” dancer at the

|d|ew||d, known as “Black Eden,” in Lake Paradise Club in Idlewild from 1960 to 1964.
This is part of her story based on oral

Paradise Club. (Carlean Gill)

Paris. It

County MIChIgar_]’ was once e Iargest_ and history interviews. (Ms. Gill’s story is was where the ‘top
most famous African-American resort in the featured in the Saginaw Oral history of the line’ Black
United States. Project directed by Dr. Michelle S. Johnson, entertainers went.

The shows were
directed and
produced by Black
people and the upper class

In 1912, four businessmen bought 2,700 acres LCloi e Trat Coorainator)

of land in Idlewild. Racial segregation meant My Daddy always said as long as | worked

: and | went to school, | wouldn’t have to pay
that black people were not allowed in most rent. After high school, I went to modeling school,

hote_ls, restaurants or campgrou_nds. The won some beauty contests and attended business rB(::gir(ts ?iizlfhvgsg itrfr::?(rﬁizgcause they|cotanih Seils
businessmen thought that helping black college. '
people create a vacation resort of their own One day, a friend, a dancer at the Paradise Club in {r\]/vas el e R ol eles 5 el

. : : A ere were “six ponies”—dancing doing high steps.
wasalgodiuRElne SRR Ry aE Y Idlewild, told me about a job Then, maybe you’d have a comedian and tap
organized Idlewild Resort Company (IRC) and opportunity. | had never been .y
sold plots of land to people from all over the to Idlewild to see the shows,

but had seen the Idlewild
Revue traveling show in Detroit.

I couldn’t sing. | couldn’t even walk that well. They

United States. called me “Nervous Nauseous.” My feathers would

Black Writers’ business people’ musicians and | told Mama they had asked me to be Shak_ing as | walked. | walked off time, but ended
physicians bought land at Idlewild. Families interview for show business. She UP Skt
fished, hunted, rode horses, roller-skated and said, “If this is There were matinees for kids Sunday afternoons

from three to six o’clock for $1.50. Kids were dressed

F v : something you
swarn|Initiels iR N N (01 LIS up. They used knockers—wooden sticks—instead of

really want to

featured_ local, reglon_al, national and . do, you can go _ clapping.
Internatt o AN Gl DavIs T R oMtvent A After Labor Day, the show closed and they “buried
The Four Tops, Della Reese, Aretha Frf’mklln and tried out. ) the Afaa s i TR ARSI 2
and Louis Armstrong played at Idlewild. é\rthur Eh ‘s played different roles.
. . raggs, the =0

Boxer JoelLCHIEE I owner of the : -i._t' Then we went on the road in the blue bus—
The Civil Rights Act of 1964 made segregation Paradise N Kansas City, New York, Chicago, New Jersey,
illegal. African Americans could legally Club, _ ' Boston, Oklahoma, Canada. | remember

T s ey e, SR accepted me. ~ traveling to nightclubs. We couldn’t go in the
- . y ' front door, and we couldn’t go into the
entertainers could perform anywhere. The | W;?tlﬂoén_(i audience.

: and talked i
number o vac_atloners e year?roun_d_ over with my Integration came. | stopped going up there.
residents declined. Recently, retired citizens Mom. “I trust you, s Idlewild began to die down. Florida opened up.
who once vacationed there, have begun to and | know you: LoNRUE LA GiIL (Cartean Gil People gave up on the dream. They said, “Let me go
revitalize ldlewild and preserve its historic gnd whﬁtever ygu somewhere else.”
character. DPiiaKS 10,00 I . . I've been back to visit, but it’s not like it used to be.
Lhe best you can,” she said. | couldn’t disappoint When I go up there | élmostjust A e g
er.

cry—cause it was fabulous.
We went to Idlewild to rehearse in the early
summer. People from New York came to fit
us for costumes—$5,000 and up for one girl
for three events—the beginning act, middle
act and finale.

A month before Idlewild opened, the cooks,
waitresses, band, showgirls, doormen came.
Everything was first-class—white
tablecloths, best of steaks. At the time it gave
you a sense of belonging. Mr. Braggs got
cabins for us and paid a decent salary.

Idlewild was fabulous—Ilike New York or

Idlewild Review Dancers (Carlean Gill)

The photo is of the Paradise Club ¢.1930. (State of Michigan

Archives) - -
Things To Do: At the Michigan
Idlewild Timeline prewiLp's SECONP L | e s Historical
1884: Twenty-five sawmills exist in Lake County h‘_ EM‘“N &\- IE>:jr;nol_llr(1jc(e:$ the I Museum
employing 1,200 people. “\ h UQUA d i\év2|7 (gtr:tlga Firdlon e
1912: The Idlewild Resort Company is founded. AND :HAMTJ\ of Michigan u CI?viIOF;Jig?Itsou €
1915: Mrs. Helen Buckles and her husband purchase A L ¢ 7510 | Archives) Mover e e
the first plot of land on sale in Idlewild. B e = 2 pgwt & Black entertainers in
1919-1945: Most buildings are constructed. k0 " 85 the 1960s gallery.
1964: Civil Rights Act passes. 3““:& = )
1959: 25,000 people attend 4th of July events. 4 - I_Llste_n go t_he Joe
1979: Idlewild is listed on the National Register of moal#; oor:( It?]ge radio
. Historic Places. _ _ Find articles about vacation spots and in the Great
1990s:  Citizens and business developers begin entertainment. Compared to Idlewild, what is Depression
revitalizing ldlewild. different? What is similar? gallery
® Read more about Idlewild: The Michigan Historical
: , , . . ) . M i Children from Highland
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